Concordia University 
Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
Minutes of meeting 2006-10 

held ‘ 
Friday, February 16, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. in room EV002.309 


Present: N. Esmail (Chair) J. Opatrny 
S.T. Alkass R. Paknys 
A. Athienitis C. Paradisis 
M. Behbahani M. Paraschivoiu 
R. Bhat M. Pugh 
A.A. Bulgak L. Quesnel 
M. Debbabi T. Radhakrishnan 
V. Devabhaktuni A. Ramamurthy 
J.M. Edwards E. Sacca (for M. Mulrennan) 
T. Fancott R. Sedaghati 
J. Hakim (Secretary) N. Shiri 
A. Kassam M.R. Soleymani 
C. Lam L. Stratakos 
L. Lopes L-Z. Mrabti 
W.E. Lynch C. Trueman 
B. Mackenzie R. Zmeureanu 

Observers: _E. Katz L. Zack 

Regrets: R. Dssouli D. Dysart-Gale 
F, Haghighat 

Guests: S. Belanger R. El-Cheikh 
D. Morin 

1. Adoption of Agenda 

Motion: 

2006-10-01 That the revised be adopted with the addition that Council will discuss 
the issue of having an approved ENCS calculator model that would be 
carried by the Concordia bookstore. 

(C. Lam & R. Bhat) 
Vote: Carried Unanimously 

2. Adoption of the minutes of Meeting 2006-09 

Motion: 

2006-10-02 That the Minutes of Meeting 2006-09 (November 24, 2006) be adopted 


as submitted. (C. Lam & W.E. Lynch) 


Vote: Carried Unanimously 


Chairs Remarks 


The Chair announced that the Faculty is pleased to have secured two of 
the university research awards this year; one for Dr. S. Tahar (senior) and 
the other for Dr. M. Packirisamy (junior). 


The Faculty has established the CN graduate scholarships. They are 
established based on a donation by CN. These awards are primarily 
towards railway research; however, they are open for other areas as well. 


The Chair also informed Council that the Faculty has struck a committee 
to begin the process to appoint the Hydro Quebec Chairs. 


Furthermore, the Chair remarked that we have received nominations for 
Tier 1 Concordia Research Chairs, which the Faculty Research Committee 
will be examining shortly. 


The Faculty is in the process of organizing a “Mini Engineering” lecture 
series. Mini Engineering is an initiative aimed at offering public lectures 
to the community on popular engineering topics. The organizing team is 
currently soliciting the best public speaking professors who will tackle 
subjects that are open and attractive to the general public. Leading the 
process is Dr. Lynch, Professor Quesnel, and Joseph Hakim. 


The Chair also updated Council regarding plans to increase enrollment this 
year. The Faculty has engaged the service of an advertising company. 
Furthermore, in line with these goals, the Faculty now has a new logo. 


The Chair announced that the Office of the Registrar is soliciting 
nomination for the Spring 2007 Convocation non academic medals and 
awards. 


The Concordia Medal 

The Malone Medal 

The O’Brian Medal 

The Lieutenant Governor’s Medal 
The Standly G French Medal 

The First Graduating Class Award 


The Chair urged departments to be pro-active in nominating their students 
and reminded Council that the Deadline is March 30, 2007. 


Finally, the Chair invited Ayaz Kassam to speak about National 
Engineering Week and career fair. 


Motion: 
2006-10-03 


Motion: 
2006-10-04 


Graduate Curriculum Proposals for the 2007-2008 Academic Year 


Dr. R. Bhat presented document ECFC 2006-10-01 which outlines 
graduate curriculum proposals for the 2007-2008 Academic Year. The 
proposal deals with the addition of a new course in Microfluidic Systems. 
After further discussion it was decided to add the stipulation that ENGR 
6201 or equivalent would be added as a prerequisite for this course. 


That the proposal in document ECFC 2006-10-01 be approved by 
Council with the stipulation that ENGR 6201 or equivalent be added 
as a prerequisite for this course. (R. Bhat & M. Pugh) 


Vote: Carried Unanimously 


Graduate GPA Calculation for Repeated Courses 


Dr. Bhat presented a motion regarding the graduate GPA calculation for 
repeated courses. The motion was discussed by Council. 


Whereas the graduate calendar states the Graduation requirements as, “To 
be considered for the award of a graduate degree, students must have 
satisfied all degree requirements and have obtained a weighted grade point 
average of 3.00 based on all courses credited towards the degree and taken 
at Concordia subsequent to the first registration in the program, and, in the 
case of Ph.D. students, a maximum of one grade below B.", 


Whereas the current practice is to consider the GPA based on all the courses 
taken by the student regardless of whether they are credited towards the 
degree or not, and in this practice the grades for the non program courses 
unduly influence the grades of the courses credited towards the degree, 


Whereas if the student repeats a course, the current practice is to consider 
the GPA for all the attempts along with their credit values, which effectively 
disturbs the distribution of the body of knowledge in the courses credited 
towards the degree, 


It is moved to recommend to the School of Graduate Studies that the 
GPA for graduation requirement shall be based on the courses credited 
towards the degree, and if a course is repeated, the GPA of the last 
attempt shall be credited towards the degree and the GPA calculated 
appropriately for graduation requirements. (R. Bhat &C. Trueman) 


Motion carried by an overwhelming majority 


¥ 


Motion: 
2006-10-05 


8. 


Motion: 
2006-10-06 


9. 


Motion: 
2006-10-07 


10. 


Motion: 
2006-10-08 


Presentation: On-line Course Evaluations 


Mr. Rami El-Cheikh and Dr. D. Morin presented the timeline for 
implementing on-line course evaluations in the ENCS Faculty. Council 
discussed the plan and accepted the proposed implementation plan. 


GSU Search Committee Appointments 


That the appointment of Ayaz Kassam as the undergraduate student 
representative on the Search Committee for a chair of the General studies 
unit be ratified by council. (R. Paknys & C. Trueman) 


Vote: Carried Unanimously 


GSU Search Committee Appointments 


That the appointment of Ahmadreza Hajiaboli as the graduate student 
representative on the Search Committee for a chair of the General studies 
unit be ratified by council. (R. Paknys & C. Trueman) 


Vote: Carried Unanimously 


GSU Search Committee Appointments 


That the election by acclamation of L. Quesnel as GSU Faculty Member 
on the Search Committee for a chair of the General studies unit be ratified 
by council. (R. Paknys & C. Trueman) 


Vote: Carried Unanimously 


GSU Search Committee Appointments 


That the election by acclamation of D. Dysart-Gale as GSU Faculty 
Member on the Search Committee for a chair of the General studies unit 
be ratified by council. (R. Paknys & C. Trueman) 


Vote: Carried Unanimously 


LL. 


Motion: 
2006-10-09 


12. 


Motion: 
2006-10-10 


13. 


Motion: 
2006-10-11 


14. 


GSU Search Committee Appointments 


That the election by acclamation of N. Acemian as GSU Faculty Member 
on the Search Committee for a chair of the General studies unit be ratified 
by council. (R. Paknys & C. Trueman) 


Vote: Carried Unanimously 


GSU Search Committee Appointments 


That the election of V. Devabhaktuni as Non GSU Faculty Member on the 
Search Committee for a chair of the General studies unit be ratified by 
council. (R. Paknys & C. Trueman) 


Vote: Carried Unanimously 


GSU Search Committee Appointments 


That the appointment of M. Pugh as Department Head from a unit other 
than GSU on the Search Committee for a chair of the General studies unit 
be ratified by council. (R. Paknys & C. Trueman) 


Vote: Carried Unanimously 


Other business: Calculators 


Dr. W.E. Lynch is striking a committee to investigate the selection of one 
or two standard calculators that the Faculty will approve for use by all 
students. The calculators should be reasonably priced and will be carried 
by the Concordia Bookstore. Dr. Lynch has asked that each department 
chair recommend one person to sit on this selection committee, and he will 
also ask the math department to appoint a representative. 


